Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/17 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600340849-2

CLASSIFICATION

(;OM‘IDENTIAL QGHHBFN‘ML

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT]
INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO.
COUNTRY Hungary CATE OF
INFORMATION 1950
SUBJECT Political ~ Church activities
HOW DATE DIST. ’)y Sep 1950
PUBLISHED Weekly newspaper
. WHERE
PUBLISHED New York NO. OF PAGES 3
DATE .
PUBLISHED 24 Jun - 29 Jul 50
SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE Hungarian REPORT NO.

R THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE MATIONAL DEFENST N
OF THE UNITED STATES WIBMN THE WEANING OF ESPIONAGE ACT 80
V. 5. C..S1AND 32.AS AKENOED. 17 THANSMISSION OR “4E REVELATION
OF 115 CONTENTS IN ANY HANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO-
RIBITED BY LAW REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM 1S PROHIBITED

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Riportok Es Hirek Magyarorszagrol.

HOLD RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS
DESPITE POLICE INTERFERENCE

CELEBRATE CORPUS CHRISTI DAY -- New York Riportok Es Hirek Magyarorszegrol,
2k Jun 50

" The religious processions held on Corpus Christi Day in Greater Budapest
were widely subjected to vilification, provocations, and ridicule. Here are
some authentic reports of events which took place: .

In Buda, & motorcycle race .had been advertised to take place on the
route of the procession; nevertheless, 50,000 people participated. Children
vere told to go the movies and picnics, and the organized adults were ordered
to attend amateur theatricals and other amusements. Still, there were hun-
dreds of thousands of people marching in the processions.

A procession usually took place vnder the following circumstances:
Hardly had the column left the church vhen & band of 30-40 young rowdies
came tb meet it. They played instruments and sang the "Partisan Song of the
Amur,™+Spin the Si¥k, Comrade," "Our Sweet Soviet Homeland," etc.

When the procession stopped at the improvised street altars, the rowdies
started an infernal noise, dancing Russian dsnces, singing, and yowling. 3But
the effect of 8ll this interference was contrary to what the rowdies had ex-
pected. The Catholic hymns rose in ever-increasing strains, with tears of
humiliation rolling down the cheeks of the devout.

On Margit Boulevard, inm front of the Franciscan church, a band of
harmonica-playing hoodlums stormed through the ranks of the processiocn, vhich
#£411ed the entire width of the boulevard., The men and women in the procession
gave way to the trouble-makers as if they did not exist. The fact .that there
wvas no open resistance and that no one paid any attention to them, incited the
rowdies to even greater deeds of heroism.

In Budse, on the former Horthy Square, enormous loud-speakers and gramo-
phone records were used by Communist women to blare forth their slogans &t
the procession.
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Red Csepel Island vas perhaps the most awful. However, not an inch of
ground was empty on the former St Imre Square. This immense area was £illed
with workers and their families, who took part in the procession. If the
scenes which took place there were reported to Minister of Culture Revai, he
must not have been pleased.

In the city park, the procession starting out of the Regnum Church was
disturbed by a band of young hoodlums., Two gray-uniformed policemen (local,
not security police) tried to protect the hoodlums, whereupon a number of
young workers surrounded the two policemen and forcibly removed them. This
was the only disturbance of the day. In all other parts of the city the par-
ticipants in the processions, which included many Protestants and Jews, did
not react to the provocations.

That night the liquidation of the monasteries and cloisters began in
Eger, Veszprem, Zirc, Szeged, and other citles. In some places the monks
and sisters were simply put out into the street. In other places they were
loaded on trucks and transported to Munkacs /Hungarian city now in the USSR/,
to be held in a camp behind barbed wires. Others were taken to the camps
at Dunabogdany and Nyiregyhazaa.

CATHOLIC CHURCHES CLOSED - New York Riportok Es Hirek Magyarorszagrol,
1 Jul 50

Under the guidance of Minister of Culture Joseph Revai, the closing of
the Catholic churches in Hungery is in full swing.

On 18 June, armed terrorists of the security police invaded the Fran-
ciscan church in the Belvaros, and all worshippers had to show their iden-
tification cards. Many persons who protested were arrested and carried
away.

In Szent Gotthard, the nuns were given 5 minutes to pack their belong-
ings. They stayed in the chapel praying, were dragged out by the security
police, and pushed into trucks. The Szent Gotthard Church was the first
in Hungary to be closed,

In Boldogkovaralja near Kassa there were only two nuns in the town.

The entire population of the town cried when the security police carried
the sisters away.

The security police also occupied the Manresa, a Jesuit institution in
Zugliget [E residential section of Budapes}7, The house is now being re-
built to house 17 detention cells.

On 19 June a large crowd gathered in front of the cloister of the
English Misses (Angol Kisazonyok) on Vaci Street, Budapest, when it became
known that the sisters had been carried away. The people kneeled down in
the open street, and although the police dispersed the demonstrators they
came back again, In view of the size of the demonstration, the church was
reopened and then the crowd began bringing candles and flowers in enormous
quantities. As for the English Misses, it was rumored that on the evening
of 18 June they had barricaded the house, but the security police broke
through the barricade and carried the sisters away.

On the evening of 19 June the Franciscan fathers sang their last
litany in the church on Margit Boulevard, Budapest, but the worshippers
stayed in the church late into the night, praying end singing hymns, until
the fathers came out and begged them to leave. That night the Franciscens
were deported.
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The Jesuit fathers -- the special target of the Reds -- were transported
away on the night of 18 June, and on the following Monday their church on
Kredy {formerly Jozsef) Street vas closed, with armed security police stand-
ing at the entrance. When this became known in the city, the Cathollcs came
to the church in large, excited groups. Despite the fact that the police dis-
persed the crowd repeatedly, still more people came. Finally the government
had to give in and on Tuesday .the church was reopened. The crowd which came
into the reopened church was record-bresking. One could get in only after
standing in line for a long time., Within the church candles were 1it by the
hundreds and the altars and statues were covered with flowers.

In the church of the Capucine Order on Fo Street and in the Dominican
church on Thokoly Street, similarly huge crowds were present before the
churches were closed. The security police d1d not dare to touch the church
in Csepel Island because of the threatening attitude which the workers showed
on Corpus Christi Day.

The arrested priests and sisters were carried away in trucks with drawn
curteins. For the most part they were scattered among the various prisons
and internment camps and some were deported to the east. Patrol cars of the
security police roemed the cities and towns, hunting down the fugitives. In
Budepest it is rumored that only three Catholic churches will remain open --
the Bazilika, the Matyas Church, and & third one.

CROWD CHEERS PRIESTS -- New York Riportok Es Hirek Magyarorszagrol, 29 Jul 50
On Sunday morning 16 July 1950, a huge crowd gathered in front of the
Carmelite church in Gyor. There vere about 4,000 people in the crowd and

the police did not dare to' show themselves. The crowd cheered the priests
and shouted, "Long live the churchi"
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